APPENDIX 1 (PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE) TO ANNEX R (PUBLIC AFFAIRS) TO XVIII AIRBORNE CORPS TACSOP


1. (U) General Public Affairs Guidance.

a. (U) This command supports the principle that the American people have the right to be informed about the capabilities and employment of their armed forces, and recognizes the important role played by the civilian press to that end.  Therefore, soldiers should be briefed on their rights and responsibilities when talking to the civilian media.  Guidance should include:

(1)  (U) Every soldier has the right not to be interviewed by the press.

(2) (U) Soldiers speaking to the press should limit their comments to matters of personal experience, expertise, and level of responsibility.  Do not speculate on matters beyond the scope of soldier experience, expertise, or responsibility.

(3) (U) Protect classified information.  Do not discuss future operations (including planned deployment); specific number of personnel, weapons, and major end items of equipment; alert status; or rules of engagement (ROE).

(4)  (U) NMRs who are unescorted/non-accredited should be referred to and/or escorted to the nearest public affairs office.

(5)  (U) Commanders are not authorized to confiscate cameras, film, audio/videotape, or reporters’ notebooks.  Any questions regarding the specific application of this policy should be referred to the PAO.

(6)  (U) Rules of engagement (ROE), unit strength, size, location, or disposition are not to be discussed with any media representative.

(7)  (U) Inform PAO immediately of the following events:

(a) (U) ROE violations/incidents.

(b)  (U) Fratricide incidents.

(c)  (U) Unescorted/unattached media.

(d)  (U) Media casualties.

(e)  (U) “Bad news”/potentially embarrassing incidents.

(f)  (U) Mass casualty situations.

(g)  (U) Significant environmental incidents.

(h)  (U) Rumors or propaganda that are damaging morale.

b.  (U) The following information is generally releasable:

(1)  (U) Arrival of U.S. units in the corps area of responsibility.

(2)  (U) Approximate friendly force strength.

(3)  (U) Non-sensitive, unclassified information regarding U.S. air, ground and sea operations, past and present.

(4)  (U) Weather and climate conditions.

(5)  (U) If applicable, allied participation by type of operation, once acknowledged by the ally in question.

(6)  (U) Names and hometown/post of U.S. military units or individuals.

(7)  (U) Total number of U.S. Forces in the AOR, broken down into totals by military service or component.

(8)  (U) Type of forces involved (e.g., aircraft, ships, etc.).

(9)  (U) Special Operations Forces.  Unless otherwise specified, SOF operations are unclassified and openly accessible.  Any questions or coordination should be directed to the DOD PA representative at the APIC.

c.  (U) The following is not releasable:

(1)  (U) Specific numerical information of U.S. troop strength.

(2)  (U) Any information that reveals details of future tactical plans or operations, including postponed or canceled operations.

2.  (U) Release Of Adverse Information.

a.  (U) Purpose.  To provide basic procedures for the release of information concerning adverse incidents/accidents to aircraft, vehicles, ammunition, missiles, ships or facilities and casualties to personnel involving more than one military service.

b.  (U) Applicability.  This appendix applies to personnel of the U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and to civilians serving or accompanying these forces.

c.  (U) Definitions.  For the purpose of this appendix, four categories of adverse incidents are established.

(1)  (U) Emergency.  Any incident which results in the death of one or more operation/exercise participant or which will in all probability, result in the death of one or more operation/exercise participants.

(2)  (U) Accident.  Any incident which involves serious injury to one or more operation/exercise participants not causing death, but requiring the individual’s withdrawal from the exercise.  Also, incidents that cause a short delay in exercise events, or if emergency procedures were not successful, would result on an emergency.

(3)  (U) Civil Disturbance.  Any incident that involves the local population disrupting the peace, order or conduct of operations, from a nonviolent demonstration to actual interference with the conduct of the operation/exercise.

(4)  (U) Routine.  Any injuries, equipment failures, property damage, etc., which are not classified as emergencies, accidents or civil disturbances.  Incidents in this category will normally not involve notifying OASD (PA).

d.  (U) Basic Procedures.

(1)  (U) During joint operations, initial release of information concerning all types of accidents or serious incidents, except civil disturbances, will be made by Chief of Public Affairs (CPA), JTF or if applicable, the Allied Press Information Center (APIC) director after coordination with the Combatant Commander and the service(s) involved.  All initial inquiries from the public concerning these accidents or incidents will be referred to the CPA, JTF or if appropriate the APIC director regardless of the service involved.

(2)  (U) Participating commands and units will notify the JTF/APIC as soon as possible when a serious incident occurs.  CPA, JTF or if appropriate the APIC will inform OASD (PA) immediately upon notification of an incident involving loss of life, serious injury to personnel, major damage to facilities, or other potentially newsworthy incidents.  The service(s) involved will immediately report the adverse incident through its (their) public affairs channels in accordance with applicable regulations.  This public affairs reporting is in addition to any required reporting in operational channels.

(3)  (U) CPA, JTF or if applicable, the APIC director or his/her designated representative will be the Joint Force commander’s official spokesperson on scene and all initial on-scene media queries will be referred to this official.

(4)  (U) Photography of an adverse incident will be permitted if no classified material is exposed.  Determination as to the exposure of classified material will be made by the appropriate service.  If there is still doubt as to the exposure of classified material, photographers will be advised they cannot be granted permission to take photographs and that the taking of photographs of classified material will be in violation of Federal Law.  Federal Criminal Statutes 18, U.S.C., Section 795 and 797 may render them liable for criminal prosecution.  However, force will not be used to prevent photography unless directed by the Public Affairs escort, and then only to protect the privacy of injured soldiers or classified material.  Film and/or videotape will not be confiscated without authorization from the senior theater PAO.

(5)  (U) Should media be on the scene when an adverse incident occurs, they will be kept a safe distance from the incident so as not to interfere with rescue/recovery operations.

(6)  (U) After the initial news release has been made, or media representative have departed the scene, the responsibility for follow-on public affairs actions may be delegated to the service involved, including the release of information concerning the personnel or equipment involved.  All follow-on public affairs activity will be coordinated with CPA, JTF or if applicable the APIC director.  Other services assisting or participating in rescue operation may make public release of their part in these operations.

(7)  (U) If not stated in the initial release, a statement that an investigation is being or will be conducted to determine the exact cause of the incident will be included in a subsequent release.  If no subsequent release is planned, this information will be available for response to query.

(8)  (U) Release of information about a civil disturbance will normally be accomplished by the host installation’s PAO.  In the event an incident takes place while exercise forces are operating outside of a government reservation, local civil authorities have the primary release responsibility.  Whenever possible, response to questions of a military nature will be coordinated with local authorities.

e.  (U) Casualty Information Actions.

(1)  (U) Names of casualties will normally be released only by the service to which casualties belong.  When facts of the emergency incident are obvious to the public or covered by media representatives on scene, the PAO may announce, when queried, the number of the known dead, the number of known injured, and the number of known survivors. After verification of next of kin, DOD or service component will release the names of service members who are killed, wounded, or severely injured. JIBs or PICs are authorized to release the facts surrounding incidents involving their assigned personnel.

(2)   (U) CSAR.  All questions about missing or downed aircraft during combat, search and rescue (CSAR) operations will be taken without comment. No release of information about CSAR units, size, location, equipment, and capabilities is authorized, since it will put current and future operations at risk.

f.  (U) Adverse Incidents occurring in the Civilian Domain.

(1)  (U) Public affairs personnel will cooperate fully with appropriate civilian authorities consistent with established security regulation.

(2)  (U) Media representatives can be expected to seek information from both civilian and military sources.  The APIC will be the point of contact for media representatives seeking information on the incident, after coordination with the service(s) involved.  Whenever possible, a Corps PAO or APIC representative will be sent to the scene of the incident to assist news media and civilian authorities.  Responsibility for follow-on queries may be delegated to the service concerned.

(3)  (U) If military personnel are arrested or detained by civilian authorities for violations of civilian or criminal lows, the civilian agency will be the source of information for media queries regarding the incident, except for purely military information such as unit assignment, home station, and involvement in the exercise.
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